The Cycling Challenge
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Aims: 

· To see if giving two children new and well-equipped bicycles could hook them into cycling to College.

· Whether the two students would encourage other students to cycle to College.

· Whether the two challengers would keep cycling the three months and keep their website diary up-to-date. 

· How the Cycling Challenge would impact on the College Culture. 

· Whether a short film cum Documentary could be produced by students & KCI in cooperation that would encourage other students to cycle at the College and if the film would be of such high quality that other colleges and organizations wanted to show it and so spread the message that it is cool to cycle to school.

Results:

The response to the first three aims above are a resounding YES. The last two aims are answered below.

Below are comments by teachers at the College:

Just to let you know, the bike film is doing the rounds of the assemblies - so far, Years 9, 10 and 11 - and is being very favourably received! I gave a list of all the students involved, year level by year level, to all of the Deans, so that they were/are able to acknowledge them in front of their peers. Yesterday I was in the English Dept office (with door closed), and heard a boy yell down the corridor "Bike-O-Man, hey, Bike-O-Man!" I love it!! I think George is becoming rather popular.

A Student approached me again today, and wants you to be a guest speaker at his Dad's Rotary Club (and show the film) :-) He asked me to pass on your email address, so you can expect to hear from him soon. Voice members showed it to Year 8 students last Thurs, Fri and Monday, plus to families last night (during our Open Days, for prospective students)

What has happened since?

The film rough cuts were shown to students involved, teachers, council and parents at a pre-launch at the Council Chambers. The Blindside team were commended and given each a present from KCI. Parents congratulated us on the outcome and all students were happy too. After the launch at the College students were texting each other about cycling

In late March the film was shown again at a public meeting, where Simon Kennett CAN project manager, teachers and other cycling groups and sponsors saw the film. The feedback from this showing was very positive. Mid August our secretary has been asked to give a talk about cycling and show the film to Rotary Central, Kapiti Coast. 

Land Transport New Zealand’s Gerry Dance and Ian Appleton viewed the film and promised to set up a web link for interested colleges to enquire. The film will also be shown at the Napier Conference in November. A good deal of the credit for the success of the film rests with Blindside Productions. The film production was fun and the student actors came on their bicycles and participated in high spirits and with lots of talent. We are hoping that other colleges or CAN groups will take up the Challenge. 
