CHAIR REPORT 2009:   presented at the AGM on 29 August 2009
Some positive thoughts to begin with:

Members have continued to work hard for KCI during the year – Lynn has been involved with the lighting up campaign, checking glass on roads and is our rep on the Active Transport Forum.  John (and Lynn) continue with the road mapping of the district and John will give us a brief update on that later; he is also our representative on both CWB groups and the Council’s Road Safety Group.  Rosemary has been a stalwart with doing the minutes of meetings, sending out Chainlinks and also assisted with the technical aspects of our cycling presentation evening.  Miriam has been sending on Kapiticycling website contacts, undertaking her publishing work on Chainlinks and assisting with jobs when available.

I would like to record here Special thanks to Lynn and Val for their generous hospitality throughout the year at our Paraparaumu meeting venue.

Council is progressing adding facilities for cyclists and these include the newly installed McLean Foreshore pathway and the Te Arawai bridge which allows a round-trip walk or cycle now along the banks of the Waikanae river.  There is a move to create cycle-lanes along part of Te Moana Road in Waikanae, but this is meeting quite strong resistance from residents who will lose on-road parking.  We hope to mount a petition to counter this as Te Moana Road is an important connection road for cyclists and we are all aware of the dangers that parked cars can present!

Apart from our 4 meetings this year (three minuted, one not), we held a successful cycling oriented evening in late May focussing on local facilities and the Otago Rail Trail.  It was well attended and we gained some new members, including Dee Armstrong and Trevor and Virginia Henderson and Alison and Alan Lough.
It has been a somewhat difficult year not helped by the resignation of Liz Mikkelsen as an individual member and Secretary in September last year.  Job allocation has not worked out as well as it might and Miriam has indicated she wishes to stand down as Acting Secretary and I myself have indicated a wish to stand down as Chair.  Our Treasurer would be pleased if someone else could be found to take on this task, so as indicated on the Agenda, we will really need to reinvent ourselves to make the future happen for Kapiti Cycling Inc.  Liz has come back on board as it were in the form of OCEAN (Otaki Cycling Environment & Access Network) who are now an associate member of KCI.
The jobs/tasks that KCI undertake are not huge, but they, as always, take some of that precious time we all value so much and don’t want to give up.  However, it could be argued that the good feelings that can be generated by achieving gains for Kapiti cyclists make that sacrifice worthwhile.  We will explore what our options are shortly.  

Council is taking steps to realign the tasks of the CWB – Cycling, Walking and Bridleways Group.  Essentially, as Stu Kilmister is the Implementation person for Council’s programmes, the former sub-group called “Advisory” and who looked at new sub division plans to ensure provision included walking and cycling facilities etc., will now be the “Implementation” sub-group undertaking essentially the same work.  The ‘Community’ aspect of the CWB group, where members of the public can attend, (usually held on Tuesday evenings at Council offices) will become the “Working” group and will now include iwi representation.
During July, some members supported a group of Otaki cyclists and residents in respect of their drawing attention to the speed of traffic across the Otaki River bridge.  This made the papers and is something that Council has been trying to have addressed for some years.  A follow-up meeting with Nathan Guy (Associate Transport Minister) was held 
10.03.2010: An update to this matter is very positive as NZTA (New Zealand Transport Agency) has given indication that they will move the 70kph sign from the North end of the Otaki Bridge to the South end.  A small but significant step in our endeavours..(See the Otaki Bridge Speed NZTA1 letter)
There is always something that can be worked on in an effort to gain greater traction for cyclists.  We are a small group, but we have a good standing in Council and other associated forums and hopefully can continue to make a positive difference for Kapiti cyclists. 

Janet Macdonald

Chair, KCI
